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ing about great assemblages of the faithful. His fol-
lowers are all thought of as coming to him one by one,
each for a new heart, each intending thenceforward to
love his neighbour. "Who is my neighbour?" asked an
inquirer. What would be the answer to-day ? Humanity,
the suffering human crowd, the poor, the laggards in life's
race who need to be collectively helped. That was not
Christ's view. For him the neighbour was another indi-
vidual, to be individually loved, tended, and helped. I
need not enlarge upon this point. Anyone who knows
the Gospels will have no difficulty in filling out the picture
for himself, if he confines his attention to the recorded
words ascribed to Christ. Thus it came to pass that
the Christianity of Christ was the first widely successful
individualistic religion the world had ever known, and
that was why it was able to spread at the time when it
appeared. The moment was ripe for a religion of per-
sonal holiness. The individual man wanted his soul
saved, and Christ offered to save it. He called for a
change of heart at a moment when many men desired,
one by one, each after his own fashion, to attain a higher
spiritual level. The Kingdom of Heaven which Christ
promised was promised to each, and it was to be within
each. The paradises of most prophets, what are they but
Utopian socialistic states, with each individual fitted
into his place and obedient to the common law and organi-
sation? Christ's Kingdom was not of that sort. It
depended on no organisation, no groupings of hierarchies.
It was a state of mind, an internal happiness, the union
of the individual with God, a condition independent of
time, place, or circumstance, a dwelling in love, that is
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